Calling 9-1-1

Community Fire Safety Operational Guide Participant Guideline

When to Call 9-1-1

When in doubt, call.

Calling 9-1-1 from Calling 9-1-1 from
Home a Cell Phone

Cell phones do not have the

E 9-1-1 capability, so the call taker

will not know where you are calling
from.

e Speak calmly and clearly.

When talking to the call taker: * Provide the exact location or
address where help is needed.

Five Quick Tips
1. Make sure emergency
responders can clearly and

easily see your house number. e Locate mile ma_rkers on
interstates, exit numbers and

major landmarks.

e Know what city or county
you are in.

Have someone meet the

emergency responders at the _
street or driveway and turn e After the call taker has obtained

your porch light on. all information, leave your phone
turned on in case you need to be

Advise the emergency contacted for further assistance.
responders of any special

circumstance prior to entry,
e.g., dogs, hazards.

Do not block access to fire

hydrants with cars, fences Hewitt Fire Department
or other obstructions. 254-666-0460

No matter what happens,
stay calm.

“Smoke Detectors and Exit Drills in the Home...A Plan You Can Live With”

Hewitt Fire & Rescue
100 Patriot Court, Hewitt TX 76643 (254) 666-0460
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Safety Tips for Your Dormitory or Off-Campus Housing

Five Quick Tips

1. Ensure the smoke detectors in
your dorm, house or apartment
are functioning properly and
are tested and dusted monthly.

2. Develop an escape plan and
have an established
meeting place.

3. If you smoke, only smoke
outside and place the discarded
cigarettes in an approved
container. NEVER smoke in bed.

4, Use caution with candles, and
never leave the home or go to
sleep with a candle burning.

5. Always stay in the kitchen
when cooking, especially when
cooking with grease or oil.

Plan and Practice an Escape
Plan for Your Off-Campus
Apartment or Home

Stay Safe When
Cooking on Campus

¢ Follow all dormitory rules in respect
to cooking in a dorm room. Never
leave cooking food unattended,
especially when cooking with
grease or oil.

e Check with the local fire department
concerning regulations on the use
of LP Gas and charcoal grills on
decks and balconies.

e It is best not to cook late at night
when you may be sleepy or drowsy
from medicine.

¢ Make a habit of unplugging hot

plates and coffee makers after
each use.

Hewitt Fire Department
254-666-0460
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Carbon Monoxide

Detectors

Community Fire Safety Operational Guide Participant Guideline

Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless and tasteless gas. It is a by-product of
combustion when any fossil fuel is burned, including: wood, heating oil, charcoal, kerosene,
LP Gas and natural gas. If any of these fuels are utilized as a heat source, a cooking source
or a means to heat water in your home, we ask you to please follow these simple rules:

Over 200 people die each year
as a result of carbon monoxide
poisoning.

Five Quick Tips

1. install a carbon monoxide
detector in your home if you
utilize fossil fuel powered
appliances.

p R Always crack a window or door
in @ room with a kerosene or
LP Gas heater.

3. Never cook on an LP Gas or
charcoal grill in your home,
tent, garage, camper

or vehicle.

Never sleep in a room where a
kerosene or LP Gas heater

is burning.

Be extremely cautious when
burning fossil fuels around
infants or the elderly as they
are much more susceptible to
carbon monoxide poisoning.

Proper Installation Tips

e Always consult with your local
building official and fire department
to ensure your installation is
completed according to code
requirements.

¢ Always follow all manufacturers’
recommendations on proper heater
size for the area utilized as well as
directions on installation,
maintenance and use.

e Never utilize a vented-typed heater
without the proper ventilation and
flue device (chimney).

e Install a carbon monoxide detector
the same day as the appliance
installation.

Hewitt Fire Department
254-666-0460
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Cooking Safety
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Helpful Hints to Prevent Injuries in the Kitchen

Five Quick Tips

1. Always stay in the kitchen
when you are frying, broiling
or grilling food.

Keep a pan top or a cookie
sheet nearby whenever
cooking. Cover a burning pan
with either of these in the
event of a fire.

Never pick up and move a
burning pan from the top
of the stove.

Install a fire extinguisher near
the exit door from your kitchen.
If a stove top fire is small
enough, use the fire extinguisher
to put out the fire.

Keep the cords to all electrical
appliances wrapped so they
do not hang over the counter,
tempting a child to pull

on them.

Charcoal and LP Gas
Grilling Safety

Keeping Children
Safe in the Kitchen

Children should always be
supervised whenever they are
in the kitchen.

Keep place mats and tablecloths off
of the table when there are toddlers
in the home, as they will reach up
and use them for leverage

to stand up.

The temperatures reached on oven
doors are hot enough to burn a
child’s hands; never operate the
oven when toddlers are

in the kitchen.

Do not allow children to play with
pots and pans, as they will see
them hanging over the edge of the
stove and grab them when they
contain a hot liquid.

Hewitt Fire Department
254-666-0460
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Electrical Hazards

Community Fire Safety Operational Guide

Types of Electrical Hazards Related to Fires

Electrical Hazard
Information

Five Quick Tips

1. Never overload an
electrical outlet.

2. Use only grounded cords
and appliances.

If light switches are hot to
the touch and the lights
flicker, have them checked
by a professional.

Routinely check your
electrical appliances and
wiring for damage.

Never use electrical
appliances around water.

Participant Guideline

Electrical Information

e When remodeling or building
follow the National Electrical
Code and install adequate or
extra outlets.

e Make sure you have ground fault
receptacles in the kitchen,
bathrooms, and outside areas.

¢ Make sure when using
extension cords that the cord is
rated to handle the electrical
load you are trying to use.

e Following manufacturers’
instructions for seasonal lighting.

Hewitt Fire Department
254-666-0460
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What Are the Different Types of Fire Extinguishers?

Proper Use of Is Your Fire Extinguisher...
Fire Extinguishers
¢ Accessible and not blocked by
furniture and other objects.

o Still pressurized with the gauge
in the green zone.

e Nozzle clear and unobstructed.

Five QUiCk TipS e Pull pin and tamper seal still
1. If there is a fire call 9-1-1. in place.

Know how to use a fire e Free of rust and signs of wear.
extinguisher and understand
the risks of fighting a fire.

If the fire is too large, do
not attempt the use of
a fire extinguisher.

If it is too hot and
smokey get out.
Hewitt Fire Department

Make sure you have a 254-666-0460

safe fire escape route
behind you.

“Smoke Detectors and Exit Drills in the Home...A Plan You Can Live With”
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Fireplace and

Woodstove Safety

Community Fire Safety Operational Guide

Fireplace and Woodstove Safety

Installation

L\)
Five Quick Tips

1. Always ensure you completely
open the damper before
starting a fire in your fireplace.

Never use gasoline, kerosene
charcoal lighter or any type of
flammable liquid to light or
re-light the fire.

Only burn dry seasoned
wood in your fireplace or
woodstove.

Always wear gloves when
adding wood to the fire.

Place a fireproof rug in front
of the fireplace to keep

sparks or embers from
reaching carpet or wood floors.

Proper Woodstove

Participant Guideline

Childproof Your
Fireplace

e Install a latch on your fireplace or
woodstove doors to keep children
from opening them.

e Remove all combustible items from
the fireplace/woodstove hearth; this
would include newspapers, blankets
or pillows.

e Install a fireplace gate in front of the
hearth, this will keep toddlers and
children a safe distance from the
fireplace or woodstove.

e Start a test fire and determine how
hot the doors get and if embers or
ashes fly out when the doors
are open.

Hewitt Fire Department
254-666-0460
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Home Fire

Escape Planning

Community Fire Safety Operational Guide

Exit Drills In The Home (EDITH)

Five Quick Tips
1. Create a fire escape plan.

Involve all family members
when creating the plan.

Establish a safe
meeting place.

Understand the dangers of
smoke and how to react.

Practice your plan so that
each person knows exactly
what to do and where to go.

Fire Escape Planning

Participant Guideline

Dealing with
Smoke and Heat

e Smoke and heat rises. This is why
firefighters crawl through buildings
on their hands and knees.

e Stay low. If you stand up smoke
may blind and choke you before
you can escape.

e Smoke can be fatal. Most fire
victims die from smoke, not fire.

e Drop and crawl. When you
encounter smoke, drop to your
knees or stomach and crawl to
the nearest exit.

¢ With the back of your hand, test
the exit door for heat. If it is hot,
find another exit.

Hewitt Fire Department
254-666-0460
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Home Fire Safety

Inspection
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Easy Steps to Completing a Home Fire Safety Inspection

Simple Steps for Your Home Critical Tasks for
Fire Inspection Each Inspection

e Dust and clean your smoke
detector, and replace batteries if
needed.

. . . e Remove covers of all vent fans,
Five QUICk Tips and thoroughly clean the fan
1. Schedule a fire safety motor and blades as well as the
" . ) cover (ALWAYS DISCONECT THE
inspection and include the

. o POWER FIRST).
entire family in the process. )
e Change all furnace filters.

e Move dryer, and clean thoroughly
underneath it. Also clean out
the dryer vent pipe.

e Remove all accumulated clutter,
newspapers, clothing and trash.

Make corrections as soon as
problems are found, and
assign unresolved tasks to
to family members to be
completed within two weeks.

Do not overlook areas such as
crawl spaces, porches
and attics.

Speak to your home owner’s
insurance agent to check
for potential savings due to
your safety efforts.

DO NOT PROCRASTINATE.

Hewitt Fire Department
254-666-0460

“Smoke Detectors and Exit Drills in the Home...A Plan You Can Live With”
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Residential Fire

Sprinkler Systems

What is a Residential Fire Sprinkler System?

Facts & Myths Sprinkler System Cost
Myth The cost of a sprinkler system
varies depending on whether
2 Fact it is installed during the home
! g ‘\‘ construction or is a retrofitted
. system.
Myth The installation cost for a new

Five Quick Tips

1. Never attach or hang items
from sprinkler heads.

house under construction runs
approximately $1.00 to $2.50 per
Fact square foot.

Retrofitting a sprinkler system
may cost from $2.00 to $4.00 per
square foot.

2. Do not paint or cover
sprinkler heads.

3. I;Illjskteaiudredgsggs IS Myth Insurance and other price

’ discounts for having a system that

4, Notify your insurance F protects your property may reduce
company of your home fire act the cost of your homeowner’s
sprinkler system for a insurance.
possible discount. Myth

5. Most fire fatalities happen in
homes. Residential fire
sprinkler systems can help
reduce that statistic.

Fact

Hewitt Fire Department

254-666-0460
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Safe Use of Candles in Your Home

Five Quick Tips

1. Make sure there is plenty of
clearance above and around
your candles before lighting
them.

Each time before you light any
candle, trim the candle wick to
Y4 inch in length.

If a candle smokes or flickers
excessively, or the flame burns
extremely high, extinguish the
candle and let cool down. Then
trim the wick to %4 inch

and relight.

4. The easiest method of
extinguishing a candle is to use
a candle snuffer.

5. Never extinguish a candle
with water, as the water can
cause the hot wax to splatter.
You also can cause glass con-
tainers to break.

Candle Placement

Participant Guideline

Battery-Powered Candles

e Battery-powered candles are
safe, cool and flameless.

e Consider investing in battery-
powered candles for your
decoration needs.

e Battery-powered candles
come in a variety of shapes,
sizes, and colors and give the
appearance of a traditional
candle.

e Many battery-powered
candles are rechargeable,
providing a lifetime of use for
a minimal investment.

Hewitt Fire Department
254-666-0460
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Safety Tips for Filling Gasoline Cans

Safe Use and Storage Refueling Gasoline
of Gasoline App|iances

¢ Always turn the power off to the
appliance before refueling.

o It is best to let the appliance cool
down before refueling.

Five QI.IiCk Tips « Always remember to place the

1. Always store gasoline and fuel cap back on the appliance,
any flammable liquid in a as well as the gasoline container.

container approved by state
and federal authorities.
When filling portable
gasoline containers, always « Do not refuel your appliances
remove them from a trunk or in an area that has an ignition

truck bed, and place them on
the ground next to the source, such as an LP Gas water

gas pump. heater.
Never smoke when refueling

any gasoline appliance.

Never utilize gasoline to

start a fire or restart a fire e
that is smoldering. Hewitt Fire Department

Never utilize gasoline to 254-666-0460

clean auto parts, to clean
up paint or to wash

your hands.

¢ Never smoke when refueling any
gasoline appliance.

“Smoke Detectors and Exit Drills in the Home...A Plan You Can Live With”

Hewitt Fire & Rescue
100 Patriot Court, Hewitt TX 76643 (254) 666-0460



Seasonal and

Holiday Safety
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Seasonal and Holiday Safety

Holiday Safety Information Fireworks

e Even if fireworks are legal in your
area that does not mean they
are safe.

e Most burn injuries from fireworks
involve children.

. . .  All fireworks are potential
Five Quick Tips fire starters.
1. Only use UL listed and

approved lighting and

fixtures.

e Sparklers are the biggest danger
to children as the tip temperature
is about 1800 degrees.

Purchase only flame

retardant costumes.  Never place firework devices in

W : " bottles or cans.
Legal fireworks” does not

EERREEIERE

Battery-powered candles are
safe, cool and flameless.
Hewitt Fire Department

Make sure that stoves and 254-666-0460

appliances are not left
unattended during heavy
cooking periods.

“Smoke Detectors and Exit Drills in the Home...A Plan You Can Live With”

Hewitt Fire & Rescue 13
100 Patriot Court, Hewitt TX 76643 (254) 666-0460



Smoke Detectors
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What Are the Different Types of Smoke Detectors?
Ionization Detectors
Photo-Electric Detectors

What Are the Different Types of Power Sources?
9 Volt Battery Power

Lithium Battery Power

House Current Power

How to Maintain Your Where to Install Your
Smoke Detector Smoke Detector
e There should be a smoke detector
on every level of your home.

// ¢ You should place a smoke detector
in each bedroom.

¢ You should not install smoke

Five Qu ick Ti PS detectors near fireplaces or wood
stoves or in the kitchen; they tend
1. smoke detectors should be to false alarm more frequently in
installed on every level of your those areas.
home, as well as inside of all o Install smoke detectors at least
sleeping areas. three feet away from any air return
2. You should test your smoke or air vent.
detector each month. o If you have to install your smoke
detector on a wall, it should be
3. You should lightly dust or placed at least 12 inches below
vacuum your smoke detector the ceiling.

after each test.

4. The entire smoke detector
should be replaced every
8-10 years.

, Hewitt Fire Department
5. Your family should plan and 254-666-0460

practice a home escape plan
during your smoke detector
testing routine.

“Smoke Detectors and Exit Drills in the Home...A Plan You Can Live With”
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What Are the Different Types of Supplemental Heating Devices?

Supplemental Supplemental Heating
Heating Safety Safety (continued)

e Make sure you have a working
smoke detector and a working
carbon monoxide detector.

e Never use a vented appliance

Five QUiCk TipS without proper venting.

e Make sure your burner is
1. Keep children away from producing an adequate flame to
supplemental heating prevent incomplete combustion.

equipment.  Follow all lighting instructions.

2. Never use space heaters in

the room where you sleep. ¢ Never check for gas leaks with

a lighter.
cH Keep heaters at least

three feet away from

combustibles.

4. Follow the manufacturer’s
recommendations.

5. Make sure you have working Hewitt Fire Department
smoke detectors in your 254-666-0460

home, especially in the
sleeping areas.

“Smoke Detectors and Exit Drills in the Home...A Plan You Can Live With”

Hewitt Fire & Rescue
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Vacation and

Travel Safety
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Vacation and Travel Safety

Hotel Pre-Planning RV Fire Safety

e Have a 5 pound ABC rated
fire extinguisher near each
exit and one in an outside
compartment. Know how to
use them.

e Make sure all escape exits are

Five Quick Tips functioning and accessible.

o If you smell gas, turn off all
tanks immediately.

1. Create a home checklist of
“to do” items prior to leaving
for vacation. e Motor home engine systems

p Carry flashlights with should be serviced regularly to
extra batteries. prevent engine fires.

3. Never use elevators in * Ensure you have properly
fire conditions. operating smoke detector

: in your RV.
4. Have a hotel fire escape plan

prior to arrival. Once at the
hotel, modify and practice
your plan.

5. Know where your hotel exit Hewitt Fire Department
is and how far it is from your 254-666-0460
room.

“Smoke Detectors and Exit Drills in the Home...A Plan You Can Live With”
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Fire Safety:

Pre-School
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What to Do If the Smoke Detector Starts Beeping

Stay Away from If Your Clothes
Hot Stuff Catch on Fire
_IJ e Stop, drop and roll.
e NEVER run if your clothes
catch on fire.

Five Quick Tips e Cover your face with
1. Develop a home escape your hands.
plan with a designated e Drop and lay down on
meeting place. Practice the the ground.

plan once a month. What to Do with .

2. Ensure your children know Matches and Lighters
to stop, drop and roll if their * Yell out and call for help.

clothes catch on fire. e Never jump in a pool, lake
3. Have a smoke detector on or bathtub.
each floor of your home and

test smoke detectors each
month.

Roll over and over and over.

4, Keep matches and lighters
in a secure place, away from

the reach of children. Hewitt Fire Department

254-666-0460
5. Review these fire safety tips
with your children monthly.

“Smoke Detectors and Exit Drills in the Home...A Plan You Can Live With”
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Fire Safety:

Grades 1-4
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What to Do If the Smoke Detector Starts Beeping

Stay Away from If Your Clothes
Hot Stuff Catch on Fire

e Stop, drop and roll.

e NEVER run if your clothes
catch on fire.

Five QI.IiCk Tips e Cover your face with

1. Help your family develop a your hands.
home escape plan. Have « Drop and lay down on
two ways out of each room the around
and a designated meeting h ke? g -
place for your family. What Is Smoke?

Practice the plan once
a month. e Yell out and call for help.

2. Pretend your clothes are on e Never jump in a pool, lake
fire, and practice how to or bathtub
stop, drop and roll. '

3. Help your Mom and Dad
do the monthly smoke
detector check.

4. Do not operate the stove or
microwave without adult
supervision.

5.1 you find matches or
lighters, give them to
an adult.

e Roll over and over and over.

Hewitt Fire Department
254-666-0460
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Fire Safety:

Grades 5-8
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The Four Elements Required to Have a Fire

Common Fire Hazards Fire Extinguishers

e Water can (normal combustibles)
e Dry chemical (flammable liquids)
e Carbon dioxide (energized electrical)
e The proper steps to operate (PASS)
- Pull the pin
- Aim the nozzle

Five QUiCk TipS - Squeeze the handle

To extinguish a fire, remove one of
the three elements by cooling the
heat, removing the fuel or removing
the oxygen.

Know the steps required to report
an emergency. Call 9-1-1 and

tell the dispatcher the following:
address, type of emergency, your
name and your phone number.

Remember PASS to operate a
smoke detector: Pull the pin; Aim
the nozzle; Squeeze the handle;
Sweep across the base of the fire.

Help your family by being in charge
of your monthly home fire safety
inspection.

Identify common fire hazards in
your home and eliminate them as
soon as they are found.

Properly 0perating Smoke - Sweep across the base of the fire

Detectors

Reporting an Emergency

If you call 9-1-1 and report an
emergency that does not exist,

that is considered a “false alarm”

and, if caught, you can
be arrested.

o Always stay between an exit
and the fire.

e Get everyone out of the home and
call 9-1-1 before attempting to
extinguish the fire.

Only small fires can be fought by
fire extinguishers. Do NOT
become injured fighting a large
fire with a small fire extinguisher.

Hewitt Fire Department

254-666-0460

“Smoke Detectors and Exit Drills in the Home...A Plan You Can Live With”

Hewitt Fire & Rescue

100 Patriot Court, Hewitt TX 76643

(254) 666-0460



Fire Safety:
Grades 9-12
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The Impact of Fire on the Community

The impact of fires on residential The impact of fires on commercial The impact of fires on local
occupancies in your community businesses in your community government

Career and Volunteer Be the Leader in Creating
Opportunities in the a Fire Safe Home for Your
Family.

Fire Service
Identify fire hazards and eliminate before they
cause a problem.

e Home Fire Safety Inspection
¢ Know the classes of combustible

- H - e A - Ordinary (paper, cloth, wood, plastic)
Flve Qu ICk TI ps ¢ B - Flammable Liquids (gasoline, cooking oil)
o C— Energized Electrical (toaster, hair dryer, TV)
Preventing fires in your community o D — Flammable Metals (magnesium, aluminum)
can have a positive impact. The K h lact th f inauish
effects of a fire can be devestating fnot"r‘]’ e fs?] ZaE TS eI (T & gl sy
to you, your family, your workplace Rl

and your community government. e Normal combustibles - pressurized water can
¢ Flammable liquids/grease - dry chemical

e Energized electrical - carbon dioxide,

There are many opportunities in

your community to become El5 @=L

involved in the fire and emergency Know the proper steps to safely utilize a fire
medical services through extinguisher (PASS)

volunteering, as well as career o Pull the pin

opportunities. Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire
Squeeze the extinguisher handle

Sweep back and forth at the base

Make fire safety a priority in your -
family and know the steps to take Reportlng an Emergency

to prevent a fire in your home.

Know the proper steps to report a

fire or another emergency. Hewitt Fire Department

Know the proper steps to safely 254-666-0460
use a fire extinguisher.
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Fire Safety for

Senior Citizens
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Cooking in Your Home

Can We Find You? Sleeping Safe
e Ensure your home has smoke
5 5 + detectors on all levels and you
have a home escape plan and
meeting place.
e Turn off all space heaters

Five Quick Tips at bedtime.
e NEVER smoke in bed. If you

1. ggz;ynig;tshm;nk; g::si‘);ou do smoke in the home, do not
have a home escape plan and tecl;ng)gj SRS B9 golie
meeting place outside your ’
house. e Always keep your glasses, keys,

Proper Use of Portable clothes and slippers or shoes

Ensure your house number is close to the bed and always in

visible to emergency workers. Heaters the same place.

If you smoke in the house, e Keep exit corridors and
always use a deep sided ash stairways clear of clutter and
tray, and never empty at night. tripping hazards.

NEVER smoke in bed.

Never leave the kitchen
while cooking, especially when

cooking with grease or oil. Hewitt Fire Department

Keep all space heaters at least 254-666-0460
36 inches away from any

combustibles, such as chairs,

sofas, curtains and bed linens.
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